Honor UC Berkeley Professor Emeritus

James Cahill

with a Gift to BAM/PFA

Professor Emeritus James Cahill (1926-2014)
taught Chinese art history at UC Berkeley
for twenty-nine years. He communicated the
history and theory of Chinese painting in
such a dynamic fashion that his classes and
seminars were always packed with students,
auditors, docents, and collectors. The true
magic of studying at Berkeley emerged,
however, when he arranged for the class to
view paintings at BAM/PFA, many of which he
had donated from his own collection. Cahill
used the collection to engage students in
dialogue about brushwork, connoisseurship,
authenticity, and condition, and looking
intently at real works of art.

Ren Yi:, 19th Century; Two album leaves: ink and color on paper; 7% x 9%
in.; purchase made possible through a gift from an anonymous donor.

A specialized study and storage area for
the University of California, Berkeley Art
Museum and Pacific Film Archive’s collection
of historical Asian artworks, including
its renowned Chinese paintings, will be a
significant feature of BAM/PFA’s new building
in downtown Berkeley, scheduled to open to
the public in early 2016. The Asian art study
center, outfitted with customized, archival
storage spaces and furnishings, will help
BAM/PFA care for these important works and
make them more accessible to researchers,
students, and visitors. Our goal is raise $1
million to name this study center after UC
Berkeley Professor Emeritus James Cabhill,
reflecting the invaluable contributions he
made to both the University and BAM/PFA.

Please help us make the James Cahill Asian Art
Study Center a reality with a tax-deductible gift
to BAM/PFA. Contributions of $1,000 and more
will be recognized on the donor wall in BAM/PFA’s
new building. Join the National Endowment for the
Humanities, which provided a prestigious challenge
grant to equip this new center, in supporting this
critical component of the new BAM/PFA.

Help us honor the legacy of James Cahill by
supportingacenter that will facilitate bothrigorous
inquiry and contemplative study, engaging broad
audiences with works of art he loved!

For more information on how to contribute, please
contact Louise Gregory at Igregory@berkeley.edu,
(510) 643-2194. You may also make a gift online at

bampfa.berkeley.edu/cahill.
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